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the Society, contains the following conclusions : — The parish of Batz 
is situated in a jjeninsula surrounded by rocks, and contains a popula- 
tion of about 3,300, who, like the rest of the inhabitants of this de- 
partment, have little intercourse with adjoining districts. Their in- 
telligence is much developed ; all adults can read, and their behaviour 
is excellent. All the children are suckled by their mothers. The 
alimentation is good, and chronic diseases rare. At this time there 
exist in this parish forty-six unions between relations : five between 
cousin-germans, thirty-one between the issues of cousin-germans, ten 
between cousins of the fourth degree. Besides these, there is a large 
number of marriages between cousins of the fifth and sixth degree. 
The above forty-six marriages have produced one hundred and seventy- 
four children, twenty-nine of whom died from acute diseases. All the 
rest are perfectly well, and, like their parents, of excellent constitu- 
tion. Two unions proved sterile. 

" This study," adds the author, " has convinced him that consan- 
guinity is by no means injurious to the offspring, provided the father 
and the mother present no diathesis, no hereditary taint, are of good 
health, and live in good hygienic and climateric conditions. In such 
cases consanguinity, so far from being detrimental to the offspring, on 
the contrary, exalts the qualities, just as it would tend to perpetuate 
defects and other causes of degeneration." 

M. Dally said that, having lately sojourned for a few days in the 
island of Brehat (C6tes-du-Nord), he could, from what he saw and 
heard, confirm the conclusions arrived at by Dr. Voisin. 

M. Lagneau then offered some observations on the ethnography of 
Brehat and Barz, after which the meeting adjourned. 



Correspondence. 



VOGT ON ITALIAN CRANIA. 
To the Editor of the Anthropological Review. 

Sir, — On my return from a voyage, I found on my table the April 
number of the Anthropological Review, containing some strictures 
which concern me ; namely, an article on Italian Anthropology (p. 
142) signed J. B. D., and a notice by Dr. H. Wagner (p. 248). I shall 
first deal with the article, partly written in the name of M. Nicolucci. 

1 had, as it appears, the misfortune of examining some ancient 
Italian crania, and to write concerning them a letter to M. Gastaldi, 
who asked my opinion on a cranium found at Mezzana-Corti, in the 
alluvium of the Po. This letter is dated January 20, 18G6, and relates 
to observations made in the months of October, November, and Dc- 
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comber, I860. J. B. D. reproaches me for having been too " rash", and 
for having ignored the labours of previous observers. Now, sir, I 
confess that I had no intention whatever either to write an article on 
Italian anthropology, or a treatise on craniological researches made in 
Italy. My friend Gastaldi asked my opinion on the cranium of Mez- 
zana-Corti, which I gave him, grounded on other data, which I had 
collected in some other museums. M. Gastaldi then asked my per- 
mission to print this letter, which I readily granted. There is no 
doubt that my letter was written without my possessing any know- 
ledge of the memoirs by Messrs. Garbighetti and Maggiorani, which 
I have not yet been able to procure. But, what is worse, I had 
written my letter without having known that of M. Nicolucci on the 
crania of Marzabotto and Villanova, dated three months before, viz., 
Sept. 15, 1865. Respecting this last letter, I have to state that 
Count Gozzadini did not say a word to me, when on the 9th of Dec, 
1865, I examined at his house these crania. He even seemed asto- 
nished when, after examining them, I told him that, in my opinion, 
the crania of Marzabotto were not Etruscan skulls. As I was ac- 
quainted with some previous researches of M. Nicolucci, I made in- 
quiries after him at Turin, Florence, and Naples ; but no one could 
inform me of his whereabouts, nor did any one tell me of his examina- 
tion of the crania of Bologna. Certainly, if I had had the least sus- 
picion that he was occupied with this subject, I should have let it 
alone. 

Having premised this much, let us come to the facts. In a letter 
dated May 26, 1866, a reply to mine, M. Nicolucci takes me to task 
concerning the Etruscan, Ligurian, and Roman crania. With regard 
to the first, I gave the measurements of four crania belonging to the 
museums of Florence and Goettingen (the latter measured by M. His), 
and of a fifth found in the island of Elba. The mean cephalic index 
of the first four is 82 — the limits of variations between 78-3 and 87 ; 
the index of the last is 77 - l ; the mean index of the five is 80'4. M. 
Nicolucci, on the contrary, finds, after the examination of many Etrus- 
can crania, the cephalic index to be 76, and that consequently the 
type is sub-dolichocephalic. M. Nicolucci further saj r s, that my error 
proceeded from mistaking Ligurian crania for Etruscan crania. 

I have since had the curiosity of studying the indications of M. 
Nicolucci of the numerous Etruscan crania which he has examined. 
But what was my astonishment, when I found that hitherto M. Nico- 
lucci has compared the crania of Mazabotto with no more than five 
crania from Perugia, Veie, Tarquinia, and Cere, exactly the same 
number as mine ! Who of us two is right 1 It is very possible that 
after the examination of hundreds of Etruscan crania (if we could get 
them), the mean cephalic index will be quite different. Have we not 
seen Retzius classing the Germans as dolichocephalous, whilst Welcker 
proves that the}' are brachycephalic 1 But M. Nicolucci says that the 
Etruscan crania cited by me are not Etruscan. Well, not being an 
antiquary, I have accepted them as such on the faith of documents 
and the tickets attached to them. The crania of Goettingen were 
presented by King Louis of Bavaria to Blumenbach. The crania of 
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the museum at Florence, came from Volterra and Cliiusi. The first 
was presented by Professor Parlatori, the second by the Marquis 
Strozzi. If these crania are not Etruscan, so much the worse ; but 
why take me to task 1 Have at those who presented these crania 
with false indications. But I doubt much whether M. Nicolucci 
will undertake this campaign — these crania will therefore remain 
Etruscan.* M. Nicolucci adds, " M. Vogt also takes as Etruscan 
some crania found in the necropolis of Marzabetto, near Bologna, 
which is equally erroneous, as these crania are far removed from 
them." Now I earnestly protest against such an imputation, and I 
cannot understand how M. Nicolucci could make it ; for I distinctly 
stated in my letter, that these crania in no way belonged to the 
Etruscan type, and 1 placed them in my tables among the crania of 
the Ligurian type ; consequently, J. B. D. veils this unjust inrputa- 
tion of his friend. 

I range the crania of Marzabotto among the Ligurian crania, the 
mean index of which is 81. M. Nicolucci considers them identical 
with the existing Bolognese, which, according to him, have an index 
of 78. The only measureable cranium of Marzabotto (the other is de- 
formed artificially) has, according to M. Nicolucci, an index of 79 'G ; 
according to my computation, 80-G. It appears to me that the dis- 
crimination between the "Ligure" and " Ombrien" types is not easy, 
and that a single cranium is insufficient for this purpose, especially 
as the absolute length and width of the Marzabotto cranium agree 
perfectly with the measurements of Ligurian heads, as may be seen 
in my table. 

I have, moreover, vainly searched in the writings of M. Nicolucci 
for the proofs demonstrating that the crania of the existing Bolognese 
and of "the family of the Umbri" essentially differ from the Ligurian 
type ; and when 1 look upon the delineations of the crania, the pho- 
tographs and the figures given by M. Nicolucci himself, it appears to 
me that the difference between Ligurians and Umbrians, is about 
equal to the differences between " Allemands" and " Germains." 

M. Nicolucci also pretends that I am in error by stating " that the 
majority of existing Italians are brachy cephalic." I cannot speak 
with certainty on this point, not having made the necessary re- 
searches. I found this indicated in the table of M. Welcker ( Wach- 
sthum und Bern des menschlichen Schaedels, p. 57), where, according to 
the measurements of fifteen crania, the existing Italians are ranged 
among the brachyoephalic by the side of the Turks. 

M. l'runer-Bey, after the examination of three crania {Mem. de la 
Soc. d' Anthropologic de Paris, vol. ii, p. 432), gives them an index of 
7G'G, and places them among the dolichocephali between the Scandi- 
navians and the ancient Romans, the former having the same index, 
and the latter an index of 77. Who is right, M. Welcker who has 

* Here is the copy of the original tickets in the museum of Florence : — 
No. 1. "Homo sapiens. Lin. Eazza etrusca o Rasena antichi sepolchri 

etruschi. Chiusi. Domo del Mse. Strozzi 1861." 
No. 2. " Testa di antico etrosco dei Sepolchri antichi di Volterra. Dono 

del Prof. Partatore." 
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measured fifteen crania, or M. Primer-Boy who has only measured 
three crania ? Wliilst waiting for an exhaustive work on the cra- 
niology of the modern Italians, which M. Nicolucci will perhaps some 
day favour us with, I may I trust be permitted to repeat the assertion 
of M. Welcker. 

Finally, it is the Eoman cranium which has given rise to stricture. 
I have expressed some doubts, nothing more. Blessed are those who 
believe ! At Florence I was shown a brachycephalic head, and told 
that it was a Roman skull. The crania of Pompeii appeared to me (I 
could not examine them in detail) brachycephalic. The cranium of 
Alejus at Goettiugen is eminently dolichocephalic (index, 72) ; those 
of the crania Britannica (4) are less so (index, 74) ; those of M. 
Pruner-Bey (loc. cit., two in number) are still less so (index, 77). I 
think that doubts are the more permissible as the Romans were 
generally in the habit of burning their dead, and that exceptions to 
this rule are cited, as, for instance, if I am not mistaken, as regards 
the family of the Scipios. M. Nicolucci says that I am mistaken in 
believing " that the crania of Pompeii may furnish the typo of the 
Roman cranium ;" I willingly submit to be condemned on this point. 
Hitherto I was of opinion that Pompeii was very Roman ; if I err, I 
err, at least, in good company. 

One word in conclusion. In a recent treatise by M. Nicolucci 
(Sulla Stirpe Sapigica, Napoli, 1866), a work which I have read with 
the greatest pleasure, and which appears to me a model of ethnological 
investigation, M. Nicolucci says expressly (p. 26) : — " Non tacero die 
fra i teschi greci antichi, come fra i moderni, havvene di quelli si 
distinguone per la forma brachicefala." According to M. Nicolucci the 
brachycephalic form predominates in the ancient Greeks north of 
Thessaly, and the dolichocephalic form in the south. Is it then im- 
possible that the ancient Romans should have had two forms, as had 
the ancient Greeks ? 

The brachycephalic Greeks wore, according to M. Nicolucci, "bar- 
bari ;" but what were the Romans at first 1 Nothing but a gathering 
of all sorts, and at a later period a constantly increasing agglomera- 
tion of all possible types. I should have liked to submit to J. B. D. 
the documents in support of my opinion ; but not knowing the address 
of the writer, I beg to send you the outlines of the crania taken by 
the apparatus of Lucae on the objects. I have added to these drawings 
of natural size drawings of two figures of Ligurian crania given by M. 
Nicolucci himself in his memoir entitled Popolazioni dell' Italia ne 
tempi antestorici, published in 1863 in the first volume of the Actes de 
I'Academie de Naples, in order to compare them with a third drawing 
of the contours of a fine photograph of the cranium of Mazabotto, 
which is nearly of the same size. I think that the comparison of these 
three little figures, cannot but show the near resemblance of their 
forms. The other drawings are designed as in my letter to M. 
Gastaldi. 

I now come to the complaint of Dr. Hermann Wagner. I admit 
having committed an error owing to the insufficiency of the text in the 
comparison of the occipital lobe. I am, however, glad having done so, 
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for it procured us an autobiography of the professor of natural history 
at the college of Gotha, of which otherwise we might have been 
deprived. But, as regards the fact, for which I criticised the elder 
Wagner, I am perfectly right. It even results from the measurements 
of M. Wagner the younger, that the occipital lobe in the brain of apes 
is of the same relative size as in man. I have now the honour of 
sending to the Society, as well as to some of its members, my memoir 
Sur les microcephales ou homines-singes, which has just appeared in the 
memoirs of the Institut Genevois, tome 1867, and refer such as take an 
interest in this question to page 153, and following pages of this 
memoir, where the whole question is treated at length, and where my 
assertions are supported by measurements taken on a certain quantity 
of casts of the brains of men, microcepthali, and of apes. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
Geneva, May 17, 1867. C. Vogt. 



The following letter to Rorert Bruce, Esq., Secretary to the Com- 
mittee for the Reception of Anthropologists at Dundee, tells its own 
tale : — 

My dear Sir, — I have duly received the intimation that you have 
kindly undertaken the duties of Secretary to a Committee for co- 
operating with anthropologists during the forthcoming meeting of the 
British Association at Dundee. I have communicated this gratifying 
announcement to some of my colleagues who purpose attending, and 
they have all expressed their appreciation of your sympathy with 
their labours. We have no right to anticipate difficulties, but at the 
same time are fully alive to the important services, which, in case of 
need, you might render to us. 

Personally I hail with the greatest pleasure the formation of your 
Committee, and feel sure that our friends and fellow -workers, to 
whom I shall not fail to communicate your good intentions towards 
us, will look forward to their visit to Dundee if only to become better 
acquainted with such kind friends and sympathisers in all our labours 
and struggles. I will duly inform you of our arrival at Dundee, 
which will be, I expect, on Tuesday, the 3rd of September, so far as 
we can now foresee ; we shall be glad to meet you at such time and 
place as may be agreeable to you. 

In the meanwhile I think it would be advisable that your Com- 
mittee should confine their efforts solely to bringing together such 
men as sympathise with our work and are desirous to extend the right 
hand of fellowship to us ; and that they should in no way attempt to 
interfere with the legitimate action of the authorities of the Associa- 
tion. Although, I am glad to say, we anticipate no difficulties at the 
present, we shall all look forward to our visit with increased pleasure 
from the knowledge that warm friends and allies await us, ready if 
necessary to do battle under our banner. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, very faithfully yours, 

James Hunt. 
August 8, 1867. 



